[image: Image result for prometheus books logo]

Publicity contact: Jessica Kastner: jkastner@rowman.com | 860.709.5711
Soul Winners
The Ascent of America's Evangelical Entrepreneurs


By David Clary


[image: A picture containing timeline

Description automatically generated]






Praise for Soul Winners…

“The United States would not be what it is today without the influence of evangelism. David Clary’s Soul Winners is an extraordinarily rich and entertaining history of the out-sized, highly driven and innovative Protestant preachers who have forged American society—for better or worse—into its current religious and political condition.” —Dan Barker, Co-president of the Freedom from Religion Foundation
“With exceptional skill, David Clary has brought together the stories of America’s most successful evangelical entrepreneurs – from Billy Sunday and Aimee Semple McPherson to Franklin Graham and Paula White – providing us with a vivid and fair-minded (if sometimes frightening) portrayal of their outsized cultural, economic, and political influence. A valuable and eminently readable resource.” —Robert Wuthnow, author of Why Religion Is Good for American Democracy
“Soul Winners succeeds admirably on several levels. Clary shows that the history of evangelicalism in American life is braided with entrepreneurial innovation and marketing savvy, resulting in a dynamism and vitality unmatched by any other religious tradition. In so doing, the author also provides a succinct and lively history of evangelicalism itself. This is an excellent book.” —Randall Balmer, John Phillips Professor in Religion, Dartmouth College
Prometheus Books is proud to announce the August 2022 release of Soul Winners (978-1-6338-8782-4• Hardback • $29.95 • 280 pages) by David Clary. American evangelicals have always been innovators. They reimagined what a church could be, whether it was a humble tent in a rural field or a high-tech urban megachurch. They embraced new forms of media to spread their message to the masses. They thrived in a fiercely competitive religious marketplace.
In Soul Winners, journalist David Clary argues that this entrepreneurial spirit has indelibly shaped evangelical ministries and their worldview. For generations, evangelical leaders have partnered with tycoons to pay for their churches, crusades, and campuses. In turn, evangelicals adopted the pro-business, anti-government values of their conservative benefactors. White evangelicals evolved into the Republican Party’s most loyal voting bloc.
The close relationship between business and evangelicals has produced the growth-oriented megachurches that dot the nation’s landscape. Pastors such as Rick Warren used market research and management theory to create their “seeker-sensitive” churches. Televangelists and “prosperity gospel” preachers, most notably Joel Osteen, tell their audiences that faith will be rewarded in this world as well as in the kingdom to come.
Clary’s narrative approach brings to life colorful characters such as the ballplayer-turned-preacher Billy Sunday, who condemned the “godless social service nonsense” of liberal churches, and Billy Graham, who brought evangelicalism into the highest precincts of business and politics. 
Soul Winners offers a fresh, balanced perspective on evangelicals and the consequences of their enduring influence on American life. 

David Clary is an award-winning author and a news editor at The San Diego Union-Tribune. Clary's latest book is Soul Winners: The Ascent of America’s Evangelical Entrepreneurs, published by Prometheus Books, an imprint of Globe Pequot, in August 2022. Soul Winners explores how America’s entrepreneurial spirit has shaped evangelical ministries and influenced their worldview. Soul Winners blends meticulous research and thorough reporting to explain how evangelical entrepreneurs rose to power and assesses the consequences for the country.  

His previous book, Gangsters to Governors: The New Bosses of Gambling in America, earned medals from the Independent Publisher Book Awards and the Next Generation Indie Book Awards in 2018. The book, published by Rutgers University Press, explores how and why states have encouraged and promoted the expansion of legalized gambling in America. Gangsters to Governors was cited five times in the U.S. Supreme Court’s majority opinion that struck down the federal ban on sports gambling in May 2018.

Before joining the Union-Tribune in 2002, he worked in a variety of editing and design roles at The Plain Dealer in Cleveland. Clary, a native of Central New York, is a graduate of Syracuse University with degrees in newspaper journalism and political science.

Prometheus Books is a provocative, progressive and independent imprint committed to testing the boundaries of established thought and providing readers with thoughtful and authoritative books in a wide variety of categories. Taking its name from the courageous Greek god who gave fire to humans—lighting the way to reason, and independence-Prometheus Books has focused on several core categories including popular science, critical thinking, philosophy, history, atheism, humanism, current events, psychology, and true crime.
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